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Purpose and 
Objectives



The UIA’s work contributes to a universal order based on principles  
of human dignity, solidarity of peoples and freedom of association 
and communication.

The Union of International Associations (UIA) is a non-profit, wholly inde-
pendent research institute documenting the work of international orga-

nizations across all fields of human endeavor. Founded more than 100 years 
ago, the UIA today is the leading provider of information on international 
associations worldwide. The UIA’s data are invaluable to both academic 
researchers with a focus on civil society, and non-governmental organizations 
seeking to expand their networks and gain valuable tools.

As a matter of principle, the UIA seeks to make the information collected as 
freely and widely available as possible. For instance, it offers large sections 
of its extensive UIA Global Civil Society Database to the public for free 
through its projects Open Yearbook, Open Calendar, the Survey on Interna-
tional Meeting Issues, and the Encyclopedia of World Problems and Human 
Potential. Besides, the UIA provides important education and stimulation to 
associations through its Associations Round Tables, helping especially orga-
nizations with limited budgets to learn, share, and connect. 

The UIA’s unique documentation efforts serve to: 
•	 Facilitate the development and efficiency of nongovernmental networks in 

every field of human activity — especially with non-profit and voluntary 
associations 

•	 Collect, research and disseminate information on international bodies, 
both governmental and nongovernmental, their interrelationships, and the 
problems and strategies for which they are concerned 

•	 Experiment with meaningful and action-oriented ways of presenting such 
information to enable these initiatives to develop and reinforce each other 
creatively

•	 Act as a catalyst for new forms of associative activity and international 
co-operation 

•	 Promote research on the legal, administrative and other problems 
common to international associations, especially in their contacts with 
governmental bodies 

•	 Contribute to a universal order based on principles of human dignity, 
solidarity of peoples and freedom of association and communication 

The work of the UIA would be 
impossible to achieve without 
donations. 

For more than 100 years, the gen-
erous support of many outstanding 
individuals has enabled the UIA’s 
dedicated research and the promo-
tion of non-governmental organi
zations. We will open our doors and 
arms to responsible persons ready 
to
become UIA’s valued supporters. 

Benefits are available for businesses 
engaging in a long-term partnership 
with the UIA, as well as for UIA 
Associate Members.
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